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WCC Executive "Sympathetic" towards Ceylon for 1960 Assembly 


The World Council of Churches' third Assembly has now been officially invited by the 
stional Christian Cowmcil of Ceylon to meet in Ceylon in 1960. The Executive Committee 
cided to answer the invitation "sympathetically". Final decision on the place and the 
ate will be made by the Central Committee at Yale Divinity School, New Haven, Conne, in 
1g Ste 


‘The World Council plans to hold the 1958 meeting of its Central Committee on the 

sla d of Rhodes in August. The invitation came from the Ecumenical Patriarch of Con= 
ban anople and the Holy Synod of the Church of Greece and was announced to the WCC's 
kecutive Committee at its meeting February h=-8 in Genevae "We are very happy," said the 
ouncil's general secretary, Dr. W. A. Visser 't Hooft, at the closing session of the 
eae in Geneva on February 8 (see EPS No. 5), "to have this invitation." Final con= 
rmation is expected from the Central Committee. 


‘The 90-member Central Committee will probably hold its 1959 sessions in Western 
sope. The smaller Executive Committee meets this summer at Seabury House, Greenwichs 
ie cieut, USA, and in February, 1958, at William Temple College, Rugby, England. The 
uary 1959 committee has been invited to Argentina as guests of the Protestant Theolo-= 
ical Seminary at Buenos Aires. The committee will make its final decision on going to 

tin America at its meeting this summer. 


drid Seminary Still Closed 


The committee was told that the Spanish government still refuses to give officials 

F the Protestant Union Theological Seminary in Madrid, Spain, written permission to re= 

open the school, closed a year ago. 

| Seminary officials do not want to resume classes without some kind of written 
jproval from the government. Without it, Dr. Visser 't Hooft said, the school could be 

losed again any day. 


The committee asked one of its presidents, Bishop Sante Uberto Barbieri of South 
Merica, to continue "consultations" for the WCC on the seminary during a agen to Spain 
ag planning later in the monthe 


a The WCC's Executive Committee, at its meeting last February in Australia, and the 
antral Committee, meeting in Hungary last August, both protested against the Spanish 
vermment's action jin closing the schoole 


Be. 


udy of Ministry Approved 


‘The Executive init eae approved a five-year study on the training of the ministry 
at carried on jointly with the World's Student Christian Federation and involve four 
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eas of inquiry the goals, purpose and function of theological education and its ree 
ttion to the church; the various concepts of the function of the ministry; what theolo= 
eal education should consist of; and the relation of the ecumenical movement to 
eological education. 


The director of the Division of Studies; Dr. Robert S. Bilheimery told the committee 
hat five studies are being arranged or are wider way in Africa as part of the current 
tudy on "Common Christian Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid Social Change". It iss 
s said, the first time the WCC has developed an extensive program and study in Africa. 
he Phelps-Stokes Fund in the United States has made a $35,000 grant to aid the study in 
frica. The study is also being carried on in Asia, Latin Americas the United States, 
reat Britain, Frances, the Netherlands and Germany. 


The Bishop of Chichester, Dr. GeKoA. Bell, Metropolitan James of Melita, Dro Visser 't 
poft, and Dr. Hans-Heinrich Harms, associate director of the Division of Studies, were 
amed by the committee to represent the World Council at the Lutheran World Federation 
ssembly in August in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


Dr. Norman Goodall, secretary of the Joint Committee of the International Missionary 
ouncil and the WCC, reported to the committee on the progress being made toward possible 
ntegration of the IMC and the WCC in 1960. Proposals will come before the IM Assembly 
1 December in the Gold Coast for discussion and submission to its member bodies. Final 
ection on integration of the two organizations cannot come until the WCC's third Assembly. 


| In addition to the regular members of the committee (see EPS Noo h; Feb. ly 1957), 
rofessor Henri d’Espine, Switzerland; Dr. Eugene L. Smith, USA3 and Dr. Simon Marantika, 
mdonesias were present as guestse EePeSe, Geneva 


A discussion of accusations made against the World Council of Churches by the Hm- 
‘arian government took place in Prague, Czechoslovakia, Feb. 13. Dr. W. A. Visser 't 

oft, WCC general secretary and Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, president of the National Council 
ft Churches of Christ in the USA, were appointed by the executive Committee to represent 
WeC. 


The churchmen revealed that they had met with Janos Horvath, head of the office of 
shurch affairs in Humgary. He had agreed to meet them in Prague to discuss the situation. 
it the meeting the World Cowmcil representatives gave a full accomt of relations between 
he Hungarian churches and the WCC at the Council's Central Committee meeting last August 
n Galyateto, Hungary, and subsequently. 


"Through Dr. Carl Lund-Quist, executive secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, 
she World Council of Churches had word about the difficult situation of the Reformed Church 
n Hungary and about certain accusations against the World Council which had been mada by 
imgariean authorities," Dr. Visser ‘t Hooft said. 


In.the Prague meeting the WCC representatives refuted accusations such as that pube 
lished by the Hungarian newspaper, Napaakarat. The paper charged that Dr. Visser ‘t 
looft had said "At the conference in peices we had already known what was being pre- 
jared in Hungary." 


i The WCC representatives told the Hungarian official that their concern for the 
josition of the church in Hwmgary had been openly discussed at the Galyateto meeting and 
rought to the attention of government authorities with regard to the present situation 
9f the Hungarian Reformed church. They emphasized that "their one concern was that this 
shurch, as well as other churehes, should have leaders which would be fully trusted by 
sheir congregations and made it clear that this would only be achieved by the organizing 
of completely free and independent elections." 


In other developments in Hungary, it has been reported that Professor Laszlo Pap re- 
igned about two weeks ago as dean of the faculty of the Reformed Theological Seminary in 
udapest. He continues on the faculty. Elected by fellow professors to succeed him as 

isan is Professor Szegledy. It is understood that Reformed Bishop Ladislaus Ravasz again 
las withdrawn from ecclesiastical affairs and is living at his home in the comtry as he 

lid before the revolution. He had been acting as Bishop in Budapest for a time following 
hanges in the leadership of the Churche EoPeSes Geneva 
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NIA Religious Communities Maintained 

Monastic life within the Orthodox Church in Rumania is reported to be continuing. 
re are 520 nuns in convents in Rumania as against 38 in Serbia, 0 in Bulgaria and 
0 in the Soviet Union. 


The Rumanian convents are the largest in any Soviet comtry and Rumania is the only 

suntry where there are theological seminaries for nuns. The Rumanian Patriarch is well 

wh as an organizer and builder of monasteries. The two teaching centers for women are 
n Agapia and Horezu. Four thousand out of 7000 nuns and monks live in Moldavia. 


. The number of Orthodox churches in Belgrade is now twelve, compared with five before 
he year 1900. In Sofia there are thirty-nine churches and in Bucharest about 300. 
oscow has fifty-five churches. 


| The Rumanian Orthodox Church has produced an abridged illustrated Bibles, an intro= 
oe to the Old Testament, general and Bulgarian church histories, works on history, 
gmatics, ethics, homilectics, pastoral theology and liturgy. It has also printed four 


llustrated religious booklets for childrens EoPeSes Geneva 
| 
ERMANY News of the Churches in the German Democratic Republic 


Berlin) - Preaching on Feb. 3 at the Hotionlet rene in East Berlin, Bishop Otto Dibelius 
aid the Protestant Church in the German Democratic Republic was entering a new phase in 
ts life when it must take "the big step from being a national church to becoming a church 
f practicing evangelists." 

: 

The Bishop said that the church did not want to become involved in a harsh discerning 
if spirits. But in view of its financial crises (see EPS No. 2) it could no longer "occupy 
tself with the many people who came to church only to be baptized and then to be given a 
hristian burial, but took no interest in the church and made no sacrifices for it.” 


Bishop Dibelius said there was a clear distinction between those who were prepared 
o make sacrifices and confess their faith, and those who preferred the "dedication of 
‘outh" to confirmation and had no time to go to church on Sundays. In the Protestant 
hurches of East Berlin and the Province of Brandenburg more than one collection is now 
jing taken in each service to help meet eee pened crisis in the churches. 


| The next All German Synod of the Evangelical Church in Germany from March 3-8 will 
lot be held at Halle (East Germany) as originally arranged, but at the Johnnnesstift in 
erlin-Spandau (West Berlin). No change has been made in the agenda, which includes a 
l@asure to provide for the spiritual care of West German citizens during military service. 


The "central bloc of the anti-Fascist Democratic parties and mass organizations" in 
ine Soviet zone has protested unanimously against the All German Synod of the EKID being 
l@ld in Halle. A resolution drawn up in the presence of Dr. Otto Grotewohl and Dr. Otto 
luschke, vice-president of the German Democratic Republic, says it is impossible to dis= 
suss the question of spiritual care in the armed forces on the soil of the German Demo= 
ratic Republic. The resolution says this is "incompatible with the constitution of the 
rman Democratic Republics, with its uncompromising opposition to NATO and its clear peace 
OLL CY o LJ 


In reply to this resolution, Propst Heinrich Gritiber, representative of the EKID with 
he government of East Berlin, said that the Protestant Church could not permit any non-= 
vhurch body to prescribe what subjects were chosen nor how they were handled. "Here 
iwains" he said; "the problem is being over=-simplified.» It is the Church's duty to support 
11 its members and to speak to them in whatever situation they may find themselvese When 
she Church organizes spiritual care for people in prison, that does not mean that it either 
condones the acts committed by the criminal nor that it approves the judgment of the courts 
f law." Propst Grtiber concluded by saying that obviously arranging for spiritual care 
n the armed forces does not mean "approving militarism" or "supporting NATO". 


ina ape to Propst Gritiber, Dr. Otto Nuschke explained that the bloc-parties in 
ely Germany were protesting against the fact that spiritual oversight in the armed 
rees was to have been negotiated with the Bonn government through the All German Synod 
nm Halles; they were not attacking the church as a wholee 


Bishop Dibelius; president of the Council of the EKID, has sent a request to Presi- 
snt Stoph, Minister of Defence in the German Democratic Republic, asking him to support 
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» church so that it can carry out spiritual care among the armed forces, including those 
the German Democratic Republic. 


HH HK 


Dr. Reinold von Thadden-Trieglaff, president of the German Evangelical Kirchentags 
expressed his regret that representatives of the Kirchentag have not yet received from 
l@ competent authorities in East Berlin a date for the discussion of definite plans for 
@ proposed German Kirchentag in Thuringia in East Germany. It is now doubtful whether 
will be possible to make the necessary arrangements for the Kirchentag in view of the 
rt time left before next summere 


) 


Dr. Otto Nuschke, however, stated that there would be no difficulty about holding the 


hated this summer in Thuringia. E.PoSeg Geneva 
. 
| WCC Executive Discusses Hungary, Cyprus, Colombia 


Before closing its meeting on February 8, the World Council of Churches’ Executive 
ommittee emphasized the importance of religious liberty in Hungary, reaffirmed positions 
lready taken on Cyprus, heard reports on the situation in Colombia and expressed support 
or the Ecumenical Patriarchate in the present tensions. 


| 
ungarian Churches 

oe 

. Dr. Carl E. Lumd-Quist emphasized that the main concern of the World Council must be 
hat the member churches in Hungary should be able to decide in complete freedom which 


gaders they desire to choose, and that they have full freedom for their evangelistic and ; 
ducational activities and in their contacts with their sister churches and the World Councilo 


yprus,; Colombia 


Sir Kenneth Grubb, chairman and Dr. O. Frederick Nolde, director reported on the work 
f the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs: 


The position of the CCIA on Gyprus invoives recognition of the right of self=deter= 
ination and acceptance by the people of Cyprus of a period of constitutional advance to= 
ard the exercise of this right. . 


in face of the total international situation, an attempt is being made to keep these 
wo requirements in proper balance. Officers of the CCIA have maintained contact with 
hurch leaders and government officials in the coumtries concerned. Dr. Nolde will be at 
he UN General Assembly when the Cyprus question comes up for discussion. 


The situation in Colombia was reported to be still difficult, partly because it arises 
rom a combination of factors = political, religious, cultural and traditional. The in- 
erest and concern of churches in many countries is still being demonstrated by the fre- 
uency of inquiries and protests. 


Through various agencies of the churches - CCIA, WCC, International Missionary Council, 
ational and denominational bodies = action continues, including consultations with govern= 
ent officials of Colombia and other interested comtries. There have also been con= 
ultations with laymen and publicity about violations. The CCIA officers reported some 
hance of improvement in the situation, but they will continue a "case-by-case" approach 
hen difficulties arise. 


cumenical Patriarchate Supported 


The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople was reported as, at present, having to 
ace a difficult situation. (See EPS Noo 9, Deco 215 1956) The Executive noted that the 
CC has not let this situation go by default, but has expressed its concern at appropriate 
imes and places. It will continue to keep close to the situation, particularly because 
f the historical and contemporary significance of the Patriarchateo E.P.S.05 Geneva 
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In Brief 


| The Church Union sub-committee of the Baptist Missionary Society in the United Kingdom 
viewed proposals for a United Church of Northern India and unanimously asked that a pro= 
ision be inserted in the draft constitution for the Church (see EPS No. 8, 1956) making 

E possible for anyone baptized as an infant to be baptized as a believer if his conscience 
sd him to desire it. 
} SHEE 


An annual festival of lyrics (popular hyms in Southern Asian style) and Oriental 
aurch Music is being planned as part of the program of a new department of religious edu- 
sion to be inaugurated by the National Christian Council in Ceylon. 


Sad 
Protestant and Orthodox churchgoers in the United States are being asked to raise a 


cord $11,500,000 for overseas relief during 1957. Church World Service, relief arm of 
18 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA, is directing the United Appeal. 
| 


| 
] 
| 


sie 


Bat 


The New York Board of Rabbis has called upon the United States Congress to repeal the 
sCarran-Walter Immigration Act, calling it a "violation of the American spirit of brother- 
jod.-" The rabbis, at their 76th annual meeting in New York, said the Hungarian refugee 
tuation "dramatically indicated the inadequacy and injustice’of the act, "with its se- 
ctr immigration categories." They urged free admission of refugees from tyranny, in= 
pong Egyptian Jewse 


YAY RY RYE 
; Ay 


The world premiere of a new oratorio, commissioned jointly by the National Council of 
. Churches of Christ in the USA and Berea College, was held on February 1 and 2 in 
neinnati, Ohio. The oratorio, "Children of God", was composed by Norman Lockwood on the 
heme of the brotherhood of mane. NCC officials described it as the first step in a long- 
ange plan to bring the church's voice to the concert halle 


4 
) The Hungarian Protestant churches had not succeeded, in late January, in re-establish-= 
cs the religious press. The necessary re-authorization has not been granted by the govern= 
nt e 


see 


A unanimously favorable response to the first full Protestant service to be televised 
mf France has come in the form of letters from the viewing public. The service was con- 
ucted by Pastor Marc Boegner in the small church of Levallois-Perret. Until now Protes- 
ant TV programs in France have taken the form of documentary reports. 
| 

SHH 


Dr. Franklin H. Littell was awarded the honorary Doctor of Theology degree on February 
by the University of Marburg, Germany. Dr. Littell, director of Franz Lieber Haus, an 

Merican educational foundation in Germany, was cited for his research in German church 

istory, his work as chairman of the Ecumenical Committee of the German Kirchentag, and 

is writing in the field of lay education. He was formerly on the staffs of the University 

f Michigan and Boston University and served as chief Protestant adviser to the US High 

ommissioner for Germanye 

| 8H 

. 

. Dr. Ernest A. Payne has been nominated as vice-moderator of the Free Church Federal 
uncil in Great Britain. Dr. Payne, who, as vice-moderator, would automatically take 
fice in March 1958 as moderator of the council, is the general secretary of the Baptist 
ion of Great Britain and Ireland and vice-chairman of the Central Committee of the World 
Suncil of Churches. 

Jee 


The Right Reve Chandu Ray was consecrated assistant bishop of Lahore in West Pakistan 
January 27. The first Pakistani to become an Anglican bishop since partition, Bishop 
y has been secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Society in Pakistan for eight years. 
E.P.S., Geneva 
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ECUMENICAL CALENDAR 
1957 


World YMCA, Meetings of Standing Committees and 
Commissions 


World YMCA, 10th Meeting of the President's 
Committees 


WCC/WCCE Youth Departments! Committee Meeting 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological. Commission on 
Tradition and Traditions - North America 


Luth. World Federation, Commission on World 
Service 


WSCF, Consultation on Student Work in Asia 


WCC, Ecumenical Conference on Problems of Rapid 
Social Change in the countries of South-East Asia 


woe, ICA and Refugees, Annual Fraternal Workers! 
Retreat 


WCC/IMC, East Asian Churches Conference 


World YWCA,; Seminar in connection with the ilth 
Session of the Commission on the Status of Women 


Ecumenical Institute, Conference of Philosophers 
and Theologians on "The Starting Point of Ethics" 


WCC/IMC; Joint Committee's Sub-Committee on 
Integration 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation for Social 
Scientists and Theologians 


WCC, Faith and Order, Lutheran Reformed 
Consultation 


WCC, Administrative Committee of the Division of 
Iinter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


WSCF Executive Committee meeting 


WoC, Division of Studies! Commission on "The 
Lordship of Christ over the World and the 
Church" 


World Committee on Christian Broadcasting, World 
Conference on Christian Radio/Television 


Annual Ecumenical Youth Leaders’ Course 


WCC, Department on the Laity, Consultation on 
"Laymen Working Abroad” 


United Bible Societies, Sub-Committee on 
Translation 


Conference of representatives of several American 
Student Christian Movements on proposed merger 


WGC, Department on the Laity and Youth Dept. 
Training Course and Consuitation on "Dialogue 
and Imagination" 
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U.S. Conference for the WeC.C. 
Ecumenical Work Camp leaders! Training Course 


Brethren Service Commission, Annual European 
Workers! Conference 


World YWCA Executive Committee 


WCC, Meeting of the Committee on the Study 
"Our Common Christian Responsibility towards 
Areas of Rapid Social Change" 


ImcAWCCE Caribbean Consultation 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission 
on Worship = North America 


Ecumenical Institute, Consultation on Evangelism 
and the Structure of the Church 


United Bible Societies, Conference of Staff and 
Committee members 


woc, ICA and Refugees, East European Pastors' 
Conference 


WCCESSA, Latin Countries Conference on "The 
Word of God preached to the Family" 


WCC, Consultation on the study "Our Common 
Christian Responsibility towards Areas of Rapid 
Social Change" 


wec, Annual Consultation of the Division of ~ 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


WCC; Faith and Order, Theological Commission on 
Tradition and Traditions = Europe 


WSCF, Student Pastors! Conference 
WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on 
Worship - Europe 


WCC, Youth Department, European Working Groups, 
St. Aibans 


WCC, Administrative Committee of the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on 
Christ and the Church - Europe 


Ecumenical Institute, Course for Missionaries and 
Pastors from Younger and Older Churches 


"Film in the Church" (Conference on the Practical 
Use of Visual Methods by the Churches) 


WCC, Division of Studies, Commission on 


"Christians and the Prevention of War in an 
Atomic Age ~ A Theological Discussion" 


Youth Faith and Order Consultation 
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United Bible Societies, Latin American Regional 
Conference 


WCC, Youth Department, Orientation Weekend for 
USA Work Campers 


2nd Meeting of the World Council of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs 


Ecumenical Institute, Vacation Course for Laymen 


United Bible Societies Council Meeting and 
Conference 


WCC, Faith and Order, Theological Commission on 
Christ and the Church, North America 


WCC, Joint Consultation of Departments on Laity 
and Cooperation of Men and Women on "The Renewal 
of the Church" 


WCC, Division of Studies, Commission on "The 
Lordship of Christ over the World and the Church" 


_WCC/IMC Department on Missionary Studies, Con= 


sultation on Theology of Mission 
WCC/IMC Sub-Committee on Theology of Mission 


WCC, Department on Faith and Order, Working 
Committee 


WCC, Administrative Committee of the Division 
of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees 


WCC/IMS Commission of the Churches on Inter-_ 
national Affairs 


WCC, The Faith and Order Commission 


World YMCA, 3rd European Area Conference and 
European Area Conference for Older Boys 


WCC; Department on Laity, Workshop on "The Role 


of the Laity in the Missionary Outreach of the Church" 


IMC Officers!’ Enlarged Consultation 


WCC, Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women, Working Committee 


WCC, Working Committees for Ecumenical Action 
WCC/WCCE Youth Departments! Committee Meeting 
Seminar on the YWCA as a World Christian Movement 
WCC/IMC Joint Committee 

WCC; Department on Laity, Working Committee 


WCC; Department on Church and Society, Working 
Committee 


Iuth.e World Federation, Commission on World Service 


WSCF/Ecumenical Institute, Theological Students! 
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